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Today I am kicking off my brief with some exciting news. When I arrived in the district last July, I  
promised to listen, look, and learn.  It was important to learn about what is working well and where  
we should focus efforts for growth and improvement.   What became evident during this process is  
that we need to take a closer look at our high school experience and explore how we can improve it 
by offering course, college, and career pathways of interest for our students.  We are going to begin 
this work by launching a process for a secondary school redesign.   
 
School redesign is no simple matter.  It’s about rethinking school …  how it is and how it should be so 
that our students are inspired, empowered, engaged, motivated and so that we are ensuring that 
they have the best opportunities to be successful.    
 
Re-designing our high school is important work.  It is not only an opportunity for us to innovate but 
 it’s also a time for us to rethink and explore the school experience with a fresh approach, relevance, 
 and new pathways to success as part of a future-oriented framework.  Our initial redesign focus will  
begin at the high school with a plan to eventually expand to middle school to provide a seamless  
secondary experience.   Part of this will also be mirrored in the eventual introduction and rollout of  
the district-wide core instructional program.  
 
The secondary redesign efforts will be led by Lynne Rutnik, deputy superintendent and Tyrone 
O’Mealley, executive principal of secondary schools.  They will be working closely with the high 
school administrative team, school staff, students, and the school community. 
 
The development of our plan will be done inclusively and collaboratively. We will be seeking input 
from all stakeholders including students, staff, parents, and community members. Engagement 
sessions with students and staff are scheduled for January 31 and February 1.   Parents and  
community members will be invited to attend virtual sessions on February 2 and 3 respectively. Both 
sessions will be held at 5 p.m.  The links to attend will be shared next week and posted on our 
website.   There will also be a “Stop-In-Session” for anyone who wants to drop in and share thoughts 
and ideas as well as an opportunity to participate in a survey.  As always, you can always share your 
thoughts and ideas through Let’s Talk.   We hope to have great participation from all stakeholder 
groups.  The process will be transparent.  The input and feedback that we collect, as well as next 
steps, will be shared.   Please watch for updates. 
 
Earlier this week, we were honored to have Randi Weingarten, President of the American Federation 
of Teachers (AFT) who represents 1.7 million members, visiting our schools, and talking with our 
teachers.  Thank you to Juliet Benaquisto, President of the Schenectady Federation of Teachers (SFT), 
for arranging Ms. Weingarten’s visit.   Ms. Weingarten spoke highly of our district and Schenectady 
educators.  Links to interviews with Ms. Weingarten talking about our schools and teachers and news 
coverage of her visit is available on page 5.  
 
Thank you to MVP Healthcare for hosting our elementary and secondary principals’ meetings on  
Wednesday.   The MVP facility, located in downtown Schenectady, is beautiful.  It continues to be a  
pleasure visiting and holding our administrative meetings at the various venues throughout the city 
this school year.  Our community partners are generous and serve as amazing hosts to us.   
 
Congratulations to the Schenectady High School Girls’ Bowling Team on their amazing season so far 
with a 10-1 record.  The Daily Gazette did a feature on the team this week.   
 
Just a reminder, the second quarter marking period closes next Friday, January 28.   
 
Have a great weekend.   
 
Anibal Soler, Jr. 
Superintendent of Schools 

 
     

 
Randi Weingarten, President of the 
American Federation of Teachers 
(center) visited Hamilton Elementary 
School and Schenectady High School 
Wednesday. 

 

“I’m really glad I could be in 
Schenectady,” said Weingarten 
during her visit.  “This is one of the 
many success stories of educators 
helping kids recover.  Educators 
and districts are working together 
to keep schools open and help 
kids thrive.” 
 
See page 5 for a list of links to the 
news interviews with more about 
her visit to our district. 

 
 

www.schenectady.k12.ny.us 
518-370-8100 

http://www.schenectady.k12.ny.us/
https://dailygazette.com/2022/01/19/close-knit-schenectady-girls-bowling-team-aims-for-another-title/
http://p12cdn4static.sharpschool.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_412252/File/2021-2022/Report%20Card%20Schedule/2021-2022%20Report%20Card%20Schedule.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/SchenectadyCitySchoolDistrict
https://twitter.com/scschools
https://www.instagram.com/schenectadycityschooldist/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCa-PI8Ymp7O-tR2aJTIlZPg/videos
http://schenectady.ss12.sharpschool.com/cms/One.aspx?portalId=412336&pageId=757460
http://www.schenectady.k12.ny.us/
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On this edition, a recap of last weekend’s 
Schenectady Invitational Wrestling Tournament 
with varsity coach Chad Languish.  Plus, our Girls 
Varsity Bowling tam was highlighted in the pages 
of the Daily Gazette this week.   
 
🎧 Listen on Apple 
🎧 Listen on Spotify 

 

 

Did you graduate from Schenectady Schools? 

If you are a graduate of Schenectady Schools, we would love to feature 
you in an alumni profile.  To share your information, click here.  

This week's alumni profile is Emoni Raysor, a 2014 graduate of Schenectady High School who is now a teacher at the 
school.  Emoni remembers her time as a student fondly, “especially my times in FA11, with Mrs. Los.  She always showed 
us that she cared for us and that her room was a safe place for all students, and I want to provide that for my students 
too.” 
 

 
NEW EPISODE 

 

 

Come out and support our teams 

Schedule of Athletic Events Here 

 
At the Board of Education Meeting held on January 19, the Office of 
Student Support Services presented about Erin’s Law and the 2nd Step 
Curriculum being implemented in grades K-5.  These lessons provide a 
holistic approach to building supportive communities for every child 
through social emotional learning.  Watch these lesson in action here. 

     

 

http://p12cdn4static.sharpschool.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_412252/File/2021-2022/COVID%20PROTOCOLS/f-%20layered%20mitigation.pdf
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/season-1-episode-8/id1594629792?i=1000548516833
https://open.spotify.com/episode/6GfMvGVQ3KAOWuDyBWDPRT?si=Rr5WawqSQWCZWZKyaG7s4Q&nd=1
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScV4u90w7JlyIIzLcF0K0S6-Y_v4ROGbmhdBDsr-d5paIH_ew/viewform
https://www.schedulegalaxy.com/schools/440
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0TSJKYvhq44
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0TSJKYvhq44
https://www.facebook.com/SchenectadyCitySchoolDistrict
https://twitter.com/scschools
https://www.instagram.com/schenectadycityschooldist/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCa-PI8Ymp7O-tR2aJTIlZPg/videos
http://schenectady.ss12.sharpschool.com/cms/One.aspx?portalId=412336&pageId=757460
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0TSJKYvhq44


  
     
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 

All you need to know about COVID-19 Vaccine and 
Children     English    Spanish 
 
10 Questions about the COVID-19 Vaccine Answered 
Here 

 

VACCINATION RESOURCES 

COVID-19 UPDATE 

Here is the report on COVID-19 positive cases  
for the period January 13 – January 22 (8 a.m.) 
 
Total of 181 cases 
65 Staff | 116 Students 

• Central Office:  5 

• Central Park:  16 

• Hamilton:  5 

• Howe:  6 

• Keane:  9 

• King:  4 

• Lincoln:  8 

• MPMS:  6 

• Oneida:  20 

• Paige:  4 

• Pleasant Valley: 5 

• SCLA:  7 

• Schenectady High School: 41 

• Van Corlaer:  7 

• WIEC:  7 

• Woodlawn:  3 

• Yates: 12 

• Zoller:  12 

• Multiple Building Staff:  4 
 
Approximate Percentage of School Population  
COVID-19 Positive this week: 
 

• Students: 1.2% 

• Staff:  5.4% 

• Percentage of Students and Staff: 1.7% 
 
 

IMPORTANT REMINDER 

If you are experiencing any symptoms of illness or are waiting for 
COVID-19 test results, do not come to school or work.   You should 
instead do the following immediately: 
 
STAFF MEMBERS 
To better streamline communication with Lindsay Baroody, please 
follow the new guidelines AND self-report using this link when you 
have: 

• have tested positive 

• have COVID symptoms and need to test 

• have been directly exposed and need to quarantine 
 

STUDENTS 
Parents please keep your child home and contact your school 
nurse immediately. 

 

New York State School COVID Report Card  

 

     

                  
                      EMPLOYEES                                  STUDENTS 
 

PROTOCOLS (January 11) 

 
Schenectady County 
Public Health opened a 
new COVID-19 testing site 
located at Ellis McClellan 
Campus (600 McClellan 
St.) for students, families, 
and district staff.  Make an 
appointment here.  

FREE TESTING SITE 

 

COVID-19 VACCINATIONS 

Schenectady County continues to offer free COVID-19 
vaccinations at a variety of locations throughout the 
month.  All PODS are open to walk-ins.  The January 
schedule is available here. 
 
New York State Vaccination Schedule 

 

• Center for Disease Control (CDC) 
 

• New York State Department of Health 
 

• Schenectady County Public Health 

R E S O U R C E S 

Please continue to watch for 
COVID-19 news and updates. 

Every home in the U.S. is 
eligible to order 4 free at-home 
COVID-tests.  Order them now 
here.  

Free Test kits from  
COVIDTESTS.GOV 

CONTCT TRACING 
Update regarding Contact Tracing (January 12) 

 

http://p12cdn4static.sharpschool.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_412252/File/COVID-19/10%20Questions%20for%20Children%20approved.pdf
http://p12cdn4static.sharpschool.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_412252/File/2021-2022/(Spanish)%20Why%20should%20my%20child%20receive%20the%20COVID-19%20vaccine.pdf
http://p12cdn4static.sharpschool.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_412252/File/COVID-19/Top%2010%20Concerns%20about%20the%20COVID%20.pdf
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf-ob-Co2Tir9TmcSJD2ML-FRGEofsXGcecDtYbGk2kn8aHMg/viewform
https://schoolcovidreportcard.health.ny.gov/
https://www.facebook.com/SchenectadyCitySchoolDistrict
https://twitter.com/scschools
https://www.instagram.com/schenectadycityschooldist/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCa-PI8Ymp7O-tR2aJTIlZPg/videos
http://schenectady.ss12.sharpschool.com/cms/One.aspx?portalId=412336&pageId=757460
http://www.schenectady.k12.ny.us/common/pages/DisplayFile.aspx?itemId=16944521
http://www.schenectady.k12.ny.us/common/pages/DisplayFile.aspx?itemId=16944523
http://www.schenectady.k12.ny.us/common/pages/DisplayFile.aspx?itemId=16944521
http://www.schenectady.k12.ny.us/common/pages/DisplayFile.aspx?itemId=16944523
https://app.squarespacescheduling.com/schedule.php?owner=24841628&calendarID=6358758
https://www.schenectadycounty.com/COVID19/vaccine
https://am-i-eligible.covid19vaccine.health.ny.gov/
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html
https://www.health.ny.gov/
https://www.schenectadycounty.com/COVID19
https://www.covidtests.gov/
http://www.schenectady.k12.ny.us/cms/One.aspx?portalId=412336&pageId=16950443


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 WELCOME TO SCHENECTADY 

Congratulations!  If you are new to the district, welcome to our team. 
 
Instructional Appointment 
Lori Blosser, ELA, Mont Pleasant 
Darcelle Jacobs, Social Work, Mont Pleasant 
Tyler O’Connor, School Counseling & Guidance, Oneida 

Kimberly Ramsundar, School Counseling & Guidance, WIEC 
 
Management Confidential 
Anthony Armstead, Student Engagement & School Attendance Specialist 
Octavia Edmonds, Student Engagement & School Attendance Specialist 
Jasmine Gibson, Student Engagement & School Attendance Specialist 
Emalee Hall, Student Engagement & School Attendance Specialist 
 
Security Monitors 
Dorsey Brown, Central Park 
Shamiek Jiles 
Thakurdial Persaud 
 
Secretarial 
Alyssa Smith, Transportation Assistant, Central Office 
 

Tutor 
Patricia Burciaga, Tutor 
 
 

Lunch Monitors 
Latisha Alexander, Paige 
Afzeela Ishak, Pleasant Valley 

Paraprofessionals 
Joyce Cockerham, SHS 
Raechel Mullin, Oneida 
Jose Paris, Jr., Mont Pleasant 
Brianna Seivwright, SHS 
Brittni Valentino, Howe 
Dasshane Williams, SHS 
 

 

 

 

 

Office of  
Planning & Accountability 

 January Newsletter 

STAFF UPDATES 

 
2022-2023 Budget development is 
underway.  The revised budget calendar is 
here.  The first budget presentation to the 
board of education will be held on February 
2.  The presentation will include an overview 
of the budget process, reserves, and fund 
balance.   
 

2022-2023 BUDGET DEVELOPMENT 

     

http://www.schenectady.k12.ny.us/common/pages/DisplayFile.aspx?itemId=16973783
http://www.schenectady.k12.ny.us/common/pages/DisplayFile.aspx?itemId=16973783
http://www.schenectady.k12.ny.us/common/pages/DisplayFile.aspx?itemId=16977299
https://sites.google.com/apps.schenectady.k12.ny.us/focusopa/january-2022
https://sites.google.com/apps.schenectady.k12.ny.us/focusopa/january-2022
http://p12cdn4static.sharpschool.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_412252/Image/Budget/2022-2023/Budget%20Calendar%202022-2023%20-%20Revised.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/SchenectadyCitySchoolDistrict
https://twitter.com/scschools
https://www.instagram.com/schenectadycityschooldist/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCa-PI8Ymp7O-tR2aJTIlZPg/videos
http://schenectady.ss12.sharpschool.com/cms/One.aspx?portalId=412336&pageId=757460


 

Photo of the Week 

Potatoes are January’s Harvest of 
the Month.  Yukon Gold, Fingerling 
and Adirondack Blue and Red  
Potatoes are among the varieties  
grown in New York.   Potatoes are 
fat free and a great source of  
potassium, fiber, niacin, and vitamins 
 B and C.  Choose fresh firm potatoes that are smooth 
and dry.  Store them in a cool, dark, well-ventilated 
place for up to five weeks.  Don’t wash before storing 
or they can spoil.  Kids love baked potatoes with fun 
toppings, or you can add unpeeled potatoes to soup or 
stew.  Here are some yummy potato recipes put 
together by our talented culinary students.  
 
RECIPES: 
 

Scalloped Potatoes 
Fried Cinnamon Sweet Potatoes 

 

 

 

IN THE NEWS 
 
WAMC:  American Federation of Teachers’ Randi Weingarten visits 
Schenectady schools 
 
WNYT-13:  Schenectady teachers discuss pandemic’s challenges as union 
president visits 
 
CBS6 NEWS:  Union reps tour schools to monitor COVID response 
 
SPECTRUM NEWS:  Educators discuss pandemic challenges with union 
leaders in Schenectady 

MORE ON RANDI WEINGARTEN’S VISIT 

 

 

Above:  Randi Weingarten talks with teachers at Schenectady High School.  
Bottom left:  Ms. Weingarten is talking with Michelle Manners, principal of 
Hamilton Elementary School. 

 

 In honor of MLK, Pleasant Valley held a “Dress Like a Hero” Spirit Day.  
When the construction crew on site found out one of the students 
considered them heroes, they gave him a special tour of the new 
building updates.  

http://www.schenectady.k12.ny.us/common/pages/DisplayFile.aspx?itemId=16974298
http://www.schenectady.k12.ny.us/common/pages/DisplayFile.aspx?itemId=16974303
https://www.wamc.org/capital-region-news/2022-01-20/american-federation-of-teachers-randi-weingarten-visits-schenectady-schools
https://www.wamc.org/capital-region-news/2022-01-20/american-federation-of-teachers-randi-weingarten-visits-schenectady-schools
https://wnyt.com/commit-to-kids/schenectady-teachers-discuss-pandemics-challenges-as-union-president-visits/6364053/
https://wnyt.com/commit-to-kids/schenectady-teachers-discuss-pandemics-challenges-as-union-president-visits/6364053/
https://cbs6albany.com/news/local/union-reps-tour-schools-to-monitor-covid-response-schenectady-schools-schenectady-school-district
https://spectrumlocalnews.com/nys/capital-region/news/2022/01/19/educators-discuss-pandemic-challenges-in-schenectady-
https://spectrumlocalnews.com/nys/capital-region/news/2022/01/19/educators-discuss-pandemic-challenges-in-schenectady-

