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OUR FIRST WEEK OF SCHOOL 
 
As we wrap up our first full week of school, I am pleased to say that overall, things are going well, 
and our school year is off to a great start. We are happy to be here together, seeing one another 
and seeing you in person. Keeping in mind that we are just underway, I realize that not 
everything is perfect, but we will continue to work to be better and will get there.  Please contact 
us through Let’s Talk if you have any issues or concerns that are not being addressed.  
 
School Attendance 
Student success begins with attending school every day.  Let’s help all our students get off to a 
great start by encouraging them to come to school every day and helping them overcome any 
challenges that are keeping them from coming to school.   Our average daily attendance for the 
first seven days of school is as follows: 
 

Grades Pre-K through 5:  87% 
Grades 6-8:  88% 
Grades 9-12:  81% 

 
Transportation 
If your child rides a school bus, please be patient with us.  We are doing everything we can to 
ensure that buses arrive at stops on time.  Like most districts across the nation, our 
transportation providers are experiencing a shortage of bus drivers.  That means that the buses 
and drivers need to be used for multiple runs each morning and afternoon.   That coupled with 
new bus drivers becoming familiar with their new routes, and times when they are out sick or for 
other reasons, can be cause for delay.  We will continue to do the best that we can and ask you 
to please continue to be patient.  You can reach our transportation office between the hours of 
7 a.m. and 4 p.m. at 518-370-8103.   If it’s not urgent first thing in the morning when call volume 
is high, we ask you to call later in the day.  You can also submit questions and concerns through 
Let’s Talk.    
 
CDTA has completed its first week of transportation to and from the high school.  We are very 
pleased with our partnership.  As with any pilot program, it can take some time to work out the 
kinks and in this case, timing, but we are working closely and communicating daily.  This pilot is 
on the right track to provide great service and potentially grow.  You can access the CDTA high 
school routes, schedule and follow real-time.  Click here for links. 
 
Paige Elementary School 
To the Paige community, thank you for your patience and understanding this week.  Earlier in the 
week, there was a water main break at the school which led to closing the school on Tuesday and 
Wednesday.  I know for many of you this was inconvenient, and you had to make last-minute 
arrangements, especially early Tuesday morning.  While this was one of those situations that we 
couldn’t plan for, we do apologize and appreciate your patience.  Everything is working properly, 
and we are back up and running. 
 
Thank you to Dr. Jean-Pierre and the Paige staff who, despite not being  able to get into their 
school, came together at the Mont Pleasant Boys & Girls Club on Wednesday to plan, 
collaborate, and work.  We appreciate your commitment and dedication.  Thank you to Shane 
Bargy, Executive Director of the Boys and Grils for letting us use your beautiful facility during this 
time. 
 
 
Continued on next page 
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Superintendent Soler enjoyed Caribbean Day  
held last weekend in Central Park.  Pictured with 
Board President Cathy Lewis, Dr. Carlos Cotto, our 
assistant superintendent of innovation, equity and 
engagement, and Assemblyman Angelo 
Santabarbara. 

 

Posing for a photo at Caribbean Day with Officer 
Davio Sukram.  You might know him from our 
business office. 

Paige Elementary School Teachers collaborating 
and planning at the MP Boys & Girls Club.   

https://www.facebook.com/SchenectadyCitySchoolDistrict
https://twitter.com/scschools
https://www.instagram.com/schenectadycityschooldist/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCa-PI8Ymp7O-tR2aJTIlZPg/videos
http://schenectady.ss12.sharpschool.com/cms/One.aspx?portalId=412336&pageId=757460
http://schenectady.ss12.sharpschool.com/cms/One.aspx?portalId=412336&pageId=757460
http://schenectady.ss12.sharpschool.com/cms/One.aspx?portalId=412336&pageId=757460
http://www.schenectady.k12.ny.us/departments/Transportation/high_school_c_d_t_a_transportation_information
http://www.schenectady.k12.ny.us/


 
  

 

 

 
Superintendent Soler and Dr. Cotto enjoying the 
Athletic Hall of Fame and Reunion Dinner. 

Athletic Hall of Fame 
I had the honor of attending and speaking at the  
23rd Annual Schenectady City School District Athletic Hall 
of Fame and Reunion Dinner Monday evening.  That was  
a fantastic event.  Congratulations to inductees Ed Alger, 
Al Burnham and Joe Zelezniak, as well as the undefeated  
1969-70 Linton High School Boys’ Basketball Team, whose 
members were also honored. 
 
As I continue to meet with members of our school  
community, including many alumni, I am quickly learning  
how passionate Schenectady alumni are about the district  
and our sports tradition. I’ve heard many stories about how  
mentors, coaches, and participation in sports has played a role in keeping kids in school 
and on track for amazing accomplishments. Having been an athlete when I was in school, I 
understand the importance of sports and the difference it can make. We remain 
committed to creating more opportunities for students and doing everything possible to 
make Schenectady athletics the best they can be.  
 
COVID Update 
Since September 9, there have been 4 staff and 16 student positive cases of COVID-19.   

The cases have been in ten different locations across the district, meaning there is one 
case here, one case there, not 20 cases in one place. This is an indication the virus is 
not spreading from one individual at one location and that the protocols are effective. 
The NYS School COVID Tracker is currently being updated.  We will provide COVID positive 
updates to you in my weekly brief.  The breakdown is provided on the next page.  Our 
response to any positive COVID case, including contact tracing and quarantining, is to 
follow the protocol and directives of the Schenectady County Department of Health.  Any 
person with high-risk exposure to someone who tested positive, will receive a phone call 
immediately.  You can see on the contact tracing charts what steps are followed when a 
student or staff member is exposed to someone who has the virus, based on vaccination 
status.  Thank you to our staff, parents, and students for everything you continue to do to 
keep our schools healthy and safe.  Please continue to follow all health and safety 
protocols. 
 
COVID-19 Vaccine Requirement 
As you may know, New York State has issued a vaccine mandate for school employees.  All 
employees must be vaccinated or submit to weekly COVID-19 testing.   We are working on 
our plan for collecting staff vaccination data and the process for weekly testing of those 
who are not vaccinated.  Staff members will be receiving a communication from Human 
Resources with next steps.  Be sure to follow instructions carefully.  Our nurses are 
participating in training next week and we will move forward with vaccination monitoring 
and COVID-19 testing soon.  I will keep you updated. 
 
Vaccine PODS 
If you are looking to get the vaccination, Schenectady County is holding several vaccination 
PODS throughout the fall.  The PODS are open to walk-ins, no appointment needed.  The 
flyer and schedule for September is posted on our website and here.   We encourage all 
who are eligible to get the vaccination.   

 
 

 

 

 

Student School Vaccine Requirements (Not COVID-19 Vaccination) 
One final reminder, all students must have required doses of school vaccines, as per the Department of Health, within 14 days of the start of 
school in order to attend or remain in school.  If your child is missing immunizations, please contact your health care provider immediately.  
These requirements do not have anything to do with COVID-19.  These are the vaccines required by New York State in order for students to 
attend school.  If you have questions, please contact your school nurse.  
 
Happy Hispanic Heritage Month to the Schenectady community.  National Hispanic Heritage Month begins on September 15 each year and 
kicks off a celebration that highlights the importance of Hispanic heritage and culture.  Please join us by learning and talking about Hispanic 
heritage and by taking time to recognize and celebrate the rich history and accomplishments of Hispanics and Latinos. We have an incredibly 
diverse community and school district.  Let’s embrace and celebrate what makes us unique.  #HispanicHeritageMonth 
 
Have a great weekend.  I look forward to seeing you next week. 
 
Anibal Soler, Jr. 
Superintendent of Schools 

 

 

 

This second-grade student from Mrs. 
White’s class at Yates could not wait to 
grab a book and go read outdoors in the 
sun.   

 

If this photo doesn’t make you smile … 

https://www.facebook.com/SCSDAHOF
https://www.facebook.com/SCSDAHOF
https://schoolcovidreportcard.health.ny.gov/
http://p12cdn4static.sharpschool.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_412252/File/2021-2022/COVID%20PROTOCOLS/Tracing%20Charts%209.1.21.pdf
http://p12cdn4static.sharpschool.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_412252/File/2021-2022/COVID%20PROTOCOLS/1Reopening%20Summary%20090721.pdf
http://p12cdn4static.sharpschool.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_412252/File/2021-2022/COVID%20PROTOCOLS/1Reopening%20Summary%20090721.pdf
https://www.schenectadycounty.com/sites/default/files/News/9.2.2021%20September%202021%20Vaccine%20FLYER%20with%20Calendar.pdf
https://www.health.ny.gov/prevention/immunization/schools/school_vaccines/


      
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

     
 

 

 
COVID-19 UPDATE 

Here is the report on COVID-19 positive cases  
for the period September 9 – 16 (4 p.m.): 
 
Total of 20 cases 
16 students and 4 Staff members as follows: 
 

• Central Park Middle School:  1 

• Hamilton Elementary School:  1 

• Keane Elementary School:  2 

• Lincoln Elementary School:  2 

• Martin Luther King Elementary School:  1 

• Mont Pleasant Middle School:  2 
• Oneida Middle School:  4 

• Pleasant Valley Elementary School:  1 

• Schenectady High School:  5 

• Van Corlaer Elementary School:  1 
 
Percentage of School Population COVID-19 Positive: 

• Students: .0017% 
16 out of total enrollment:   9,457 

• Staff:  .0025% 
4 out of total staff:  1,584 

• Percentage of Students and Staff:  .0018% 
20 out of combined students and staff total:  11,041 

 
 

IMPORTANT REMINDER 

If you are experiencing any symptoms of illness or are waiting for 
COVID-19 test results, do not come to school or work.   You should 
instead do the following immediately: 
 
STAFF MEMBERS 
Stay home, contact your supervisor and email David Baroody at 
david.baroody@neric.org 
 
STUDENTS 
Parents please keep your child home and contact your school nurse. 

 

 

If your child is exposed to a person who tested 
positive, you will receive a phone call 
immediately.   
 

The News York State School COVID Report Card is currently being updated. 

Football Home Opener is Tomorrow at 1 p.m. 

Staff Notes 

Mark Your Calendar 
FLU SHOT CLINIC FOR SCSD STAFF 
October 28 
2:30 – 4:30 p.m.  
Schenectady High School 
Bring a photocopy of your insurance card. 

MODEL SCHOOL NEWS 
Call for instructors for the fall catalog.  If you 
would like to teach an instructional technology 
course for Model Schools this fall, please see 
your district facilitator and complete the 
proposal form by September 22  

 

High School 
Esports League, 
NYSCATE & NASEF 
Presents: 
Rocket League  
and Minecraft 
Competition 

 

NERIC 
ESPORTS 
Fall 2021 
Fall Season for 
HSEL, PlayVS 
and NASEF 

Visit us online 

www.schenectady.k12.ny.us 

What happens if there is a positive case 
of COVID-19? 

 
See the Contact Tracing Charts here. 

 

mailto:david.baroody@neric.org
https://schoolcovidreportcard.health.ny.gov/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSciSIjI075o0WthD6qme_DgDUY1wsYL09oUAgG9hKZ97O5VAg/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSciSIjI075o0WthD6qme_DgDUY1wsYL09oUAgG9hKZ97O5VAg/viewform
http://schenectady.ss12.sharpschool.com/common/pages/DisplayFile.aspx?itemId=16580684
http://schenectady.ss12.sharpschool.com/common/pages/DisplayFile.aspx?itemId=16580684
http://schenectady.ss12.sharpschool.com/common/pages/DisplayFile.aspx?itemId=16580684
http://schenectady.ss12.sharpschool.com/common/pages/DisplayFile.aspx?itemId=16580684
http://schenectady.ss12.sharpschool.com/common/pages/DisplayFile.aspx?itemId=16580711
http://schenectady.ss12.sharpschool.com/common/pages/DisplayFile.aspx?itemId=16580711
http://schenectady.ss12.sharpschool.com/common/pages/DisplayFile.aspx?itemId=16580711
http://schenectady.ss12.sharpschool.com/common/pages/DisplayFile.aspx?itemId=16580711
http://p12cdn4static.sharpschool.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_412252/File/2021-2022/COVID%20PROTOCOLS/Tracing%20Charts%209.1.21.pdf


 
  

Technology Devices 
Middle and high school students 
Middle and high school students will be 
provided with a Chromebook to take back 
and forth from school to home as part of 
our 1:1 device program this school year.  A 
new Chromebook agreement will be sent 
home with students.  Parents only need to 
sign and send the second page back if you 
do not want your middle or high school 
student to be provided with a district-
owned Chromebook this school year. 
 
Elementary school students 
Elementary school students will be 
provided with a Chromebook for classroom 
use beginning next week.  The 
Chromebooks will remain in school unless 
there is a transition to virtual learning. 
 
Return Devices 
Please return all old and broken 
Chromebooks and tablets to your child’s 
school so we can replace them with the 
newer Chromebooks coming next week. 

Back to School Reminders 

Paige Phone Number 
Paige Elementary School has a new phone 
number.  The main office number is 
518-881-3520. 

 

Back to School Nights Next Week 
 
Elementary Back to School Night 
Tuesday, September 21 
 
Middle Back to School Night 
Thursday, September 23 

 

 

Paige teachers using space at  

the MP Boys & Girls Club Wednesday. 
Paige Teachers  

Mrs. Padula and Mrs. Carter 

 

 

 

Cadets from Schenectady High School’s AFJROTC climbed to the summit of 
Buck Mountain to take in the beautiful views of Lake George during an 
orientation event before the start of school.  The United States Flag that the 
cadets carried to the summit was flown over Afghanistan in 2009. 

Everyone likes to wear their new clothes on 
the first day of school. The Paige first grade 
teachers are no different.  



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

     

 

Corinna Heggan, AVID Coordinator  
at Schenectady High School, designed  
this “Collegopoly” board that is in the  
hallway across from the guidance office. 
The board is fully functional.  Each square features a  
QR code that automatically brings you to the 
website of the college, a scholarship application, tip 
sheet on writing a college essay and the FAFSA form.  
The hope is to inspire students and counselors to 
begin the college selection conversation and provide 
students with as much information as possible as 
they make their decision. 
 
Click here for a short video 

 

COLLEGOPOLY 

 

 

 

On September 12, the SCSD Trauma-Sensitive Team participated in the annual 46 
Climbs, a week-long event in which people across the U.S. pledge to hike or climb 
to raise funds to help support education and resources for suicide prevention.  This 
year the “SHS Climbers” hiked Kaaterskill Falls in the Catskill Mountains.  The ups 
and downs of the hike and the physical challenges are supposed to be symbolic of 
the ups and downs one can face with their mental health struggles.   
 
“We always stop at some point along our hike and sit as a group to reflect on the 
importance of raising awareness for suicide prevention and the importance of the 
work that we do within the district,” said Christine Tarullo,” a social worker at 
Schenectady High School. “We also take some time to discuss the mental health 
struggles we see our students face.” 
 
The “SHS Climbers’ have participated in the event  since 2019. 

 
This year’s participants: 

• Christine Tarullo, SHS Social Worker 

• Ellen Tremblay, SHS Social Worker 

• Tymesia Nabors, SHS Social Worker 

• Evan Nabors, SHS Student 

• Elly Barhydt, SHS Social Worker 

• Stephanie Franzese, SHS Social Worker 

• Rachel Curtis, MLK Social Worker 

• Jessica Ciaravino, Licensed Mental Health Counselor  

• Pam DiMezza, SHS Teacher 

• Dominic DiMezza, SHS Student 

#SchenectadyRising 

www.schenectady.k12.ny.us 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yTCZGoW6MsM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yTCZGoW6MsM

